
To Make your own Bookbinding Cradle 

You will need to read through the instructions first you have a good idea of what your going to 

be doing.  

Gather your supplies Chip board - https://www.dickblick.com/items/13115-2232/ 

Book Cloth - https://www.dickblick.com/products/books-by-hand-book-cloth/ 

Glue - https://www.dickblick.com/products/books-by-hand-polyvinyl-acetate-pva/ 

Cutting board- https://www.dickblick.com/items/58983-2056/ 

Utility knife-  https://www.dickblick.com/products/alvin-utility-knife/ 

 

2 pieces of book board that will form the main body of the cradle.  

Shown here are two 13″x 4.5″ (33 x 11.4 cm) pieces. 
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8 pieces of book board about 3″(7.5cm) long x .5″ (1.3 cm) wide.  

These will form the supports on the “legs” that will hold up the cradle.

 

  

2 pieces of book board for the legs/ends.  

The pieces here are 3.5″ (9cm) high x 6″ (15.2 cm) wide for a 13″ (33cm) long cradle. 

 

 

  

And you’ll need 2 strips of book cloth that are about 3.5-4″ (9 to 11.5 cm) wide and slightly 

longer than the length of your cradle. 

  

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-anH5bFfMxL0/TdSwLNFsBNI/AAAAAAAABAI/J4latAofRpQ/s1600/side-supports.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-YDZvYBuB99E/TdSxV1OzzBI/AAAAAAAABAQ/EDPCHZJ5CTM/s1600/side-support-panels.jpg


Instructions:1. Measure approximately 1″ down and 1″ in from each end. Mark a slit that is 

as wide as the thickness of your book board. It should exactly match the placement on the other 

board, but be a mirror image. See photo. If necessary, err on the side of making the slit too 

narrow–you can always use an emery board later to enlarge it. 

 

  

 2. On each of the smaller end boards, mark a 45 degree “V” in the middle. Do this on both 

sides, and on both sides of the other board this size. I find a small quilting ruler to be quite 

useful for this. 
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3. Carefully glue each small side support piece along the sides of the 45 degree Vs you just 

made. They will meet just at their tips on the bottom, as in the photo.  They won’t reach all the 

way to the top–don’t worry about that. Do this on all 4 sides. Put aside to dry. 

 

 4. Join the two main cradle pieces by gluing a book cloth strip down the center, as shown (the 

book cloth is on the underside in the photo). Leave 2 board thicknesses space in the middle. 

 

 5. Do the same on the other side. The book board will be sandwiched between the book cloth. 

It’s fine for the book cloth to hang off the ends. You’ll trim it after it’s dry. Put it aside 

underweight to dry. 
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6. After drying, trim the extra cloth off the ends and trim open the slits: 

 

The book cloth isn’t exactly centered here. It will not be elegant, but it will work. 

  

7. Using your bone folder, score down the middle of each side to neaten the joint in the book 

cloth. 

8. Slide each slit over an end piece/leg. Use an emery board or trim slightly to enlarge the slit if 

necessary (but be cautious–it should fit snugly). The V-shaped supports will hold up the cradle. 

 

 Your finished item will look something like this. You can take it apart for storage and travel. 
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I’ve made a couple of these for my own use. One is smaller than the other. That’s the one I tend 

to use most, since I like to make small books. 
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