
 

 

 

100+ compound verbs with prepositions 

Most of these compound verbs are separable. In Dutch, we call them “scheidbare werkwoorden.” If you want 
to learn more about how separable verbs work, you can watch this video. 

Some verbs on the list are NOT separable! These are still compound verbs (“samengestelde werkwoorden”) 
because they consist of a root + a preposition, but they do not separate. I have marked these with an asterisk 
(*). If you want to learn more about these verbs, you can watch this video. 

Lastly, in the A2 - Dutch for Intermediates Course and in the Big Fat Dutch Verbs Course, you can practice 
more with the verbs below. I’ve included a list of frequent verbs for beginners (A1/A2) and frequent verbs for 
intermediates (A2/B1), with example sentences and lots of exercises! 

 
• inademen  (to breathe in/inhale)  

• inpakken  (to pack/wrap)    

• indoen   (to put in)    

• inschenken  (to pour in)     

• inschrijven  (to register/enroll)   

• inleveren  (to hand in/submit)   

• invoeren  (to import + to enter) 

• inwerken  (to train someone + to get used to) 
 

• opstaan  (to get up)    

• optillen   (to lift up) 

• opeten   (to eat up) 

• opruimen  (to tidy/clean up) 

• opbellen  (to call up) 

• opzoeken  (to look up & to visit) 

• opschrijven  (to write down) 

• opletten  (to pay attention) 
 

• omdraaien  (to turn around/over)    

• omvallen  (to fall over) 

• omgooien  (to knock over) 

• omlopen  (to take a detour) 

• omschrijven*  (to describe) 

• omgaan (met)  (to deal with/handle/associate with) 

• omhelzen*  (to hug/embrace) 

• omringen* (met) (to surround (oneself) with) 
 

• onderstrepen*  (to underline & to emphasize)   

• ondertekenen*  (to sign)  

• ondersteunen*  (to support)  

• onderwijzen*  (to teach/educate) 

• onderhouden*  (to maintain/keep up) 

• onderschatten* (to underestimate)   

https://youtu.be/ko4LDthj4Eo?si=ROSW-UbxX0QTqS3c
https://youtu.be/g7G4KLWJg5o?si=0dLS4S_27r2ksZYJ
https://www.learndutchwithkim.com/course/a2-intermediate-dutch-course
https://www.learndutchwithkim.com/course/dutch-verbs-course


 

 

• onderscheiden* (to distinguish) 

• onderbreken*  (to interrupt) 
 

• bovenkomen  (to come up/surface)  

• bovenhalen  (to bring up/retrieve) 

• bovenuitsteken (to stand out) 
 

• aandoen  (to put on & turn on)   

• aantrekken  (to put on)    

• aangeven  (to hand over & indicate) 

• aankomen  (to arrive & gain weight)  

• aanbellen  (to ring the doorbell) 

• aanraken  (to touch) 

• aankijken  (to look at) 

• aanspreken  (to address & talk to) 
 

• uitdoen  (to take off & to turn off)   

• uittrekken  (to take off)    

• uitzetten  (to switch off) 

• uitgaan   (to go out) 

• uitzoeken  (to sort out/figure out) 

• uitrusten  (to rest) 

• uitslapen  (to sleep in/late) 

• uitproberen  (to try out) 
 

• voordoen  (to demonstrate something) 

• zich voorstellen (to introduce yourself & to imagine) 

• voorlezen  (to read aloud) 

• voorbereiden  (to prepare) 
 

• achterlopen  (to lag/be behind) 

• achterlaten  (to leave behind) 

• achterblijven  (to stay behind) 

• achterhalen*  (to find out) 
 

• tegenkomen  (to come across/to run into) 

• tegenhouden  (to stop/hold back) 

• tegenvallen  (to disappoint) 

• tegenwerken  (to oppose/hinder/work against) 
 

• bijhouden  (to keep up/keep track of) 

• bijblijven  (to stay/stick with you) 

• bijwonen  (to attend) 

• bijslapen  (to catch up on sleep) 
 

• tussenkomen  (to intervene/step in) 

• tussenvoegen  (to insert/add between) 

• ertussenuit gaan (to get away/take a break) 
 



 

 

• oversteken  (to cross) 

• overblijven  (to remain/be left (over)) 

• overstappen  (to transfer/change) 

• overnachten*  (to spend the night/stay overnight) 

• overdrijven*  (to exaggerate) 

• overgeven  (to vomit & to surrender) 

• overleggen*  (to discuss/consult) 

• overtuigen*  (to convince/persuade) 
 

• doorgaan  (to continue/go on) 

• doorlopen  (to walk on) 

• doorgeven  (to pass on/transmit/hand over) 

• doorbrengen  (to spend time) 

• doorzetten  (to persevere/push through) 

• doorwerken  (to continue working) 

• doorgronden*  (to fathom/understand deeply) 

• doorslikken  (to swallow down) 
 

• meegaan  (to come along/to go with) 

• meedoen  (to join in/participate) 

• meenemen  (to take along/to bring) 

• meerijden  (to ride along) 

• meemaken  (to experience/go through) 

• meeleven  (to sympathize/feel for someone) 

• meewerken  (to cooperate/collaborate) 

• meevallen  (to turn out better than expected) 
 

• toestaan  (to allow/permit) 

• toelaten  (to allow/admit) 

• toenemen  (to increase/grow) 

• toewijzen  (to assign/allocate) 
 

• nadenken  (to think something over/reflect) 

• nadoen   (to imitate/copy) 

• naspelen  (to reenact) 

• nakijken  (to check/correct) 
 

 


