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Chapter 16:  Discounted Cash Flow 
 
The good news is, you already know how to calculate Discounted Cash Flow (DCF) – assuming, 
of course, you didn’t start reading this book from the middle.  Go back to Chapter 4, Present 
Value, and have a quick review.  In that chapter you learned how to find the Present Value of a 
single cash flow.  With a real estate investment, unless you hold it for a very short time, you 
expect not just one cash flow but rather a series of them.  As you saw in Chapters 13 and 15, you 
expect to receive cash flows each year you operate a property and also a one-time cash flow when 
you sell. 
 
With Discounted Cash Flow, you perform a Present Value calculation on each of the cash flows 
in the series.  When you have figured out the Present Value of each future cash flow, you add the 
PVs up and that number represents the Present Value of the entire income stream. 
 
You can accomplish this manually, by looking up the PV factor for the rate and period of time: 
 

 
 
Or you can use a simple Excel model to perform the calculation.  Downloads of both the table 
and the model are available at http://www.realdata.com/book. 
 
To do this with the table of factors, it will help if you have some sort of form to organize your 
information.  The one below should work.  In the first column of figures, list your cash flows.  In 
the second, specify the discount rate at the top, then fill in the factor for each intersection of rate 
and years.  Multiply the cash flow by the factor to fill in the PV column, then add up the PVs to 
determine the entire Discounted Cash Flow. 
  



 
 
      Factor @   PV 
     x%            
 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 1   0 0  0 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 2   0 0  0 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 3   0 0  0 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 4   0 0  0 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 5   0 0  0 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 6   0 0  0 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 7   0 0  0 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 8   0 0  0 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 9   0 0  0 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 10   0 0  0 
 TOTAL PV    0 
 
 
Problem 16-1: 
 
You estimate the following cash flows from your property over the next four years: 
 
 Year 1:  90,003 
 Year 2:   91,803 
 Year 3: 93,639 
 Year 4: 95,512 
 
You also expect to sell the property at the end of Year 4 and realize cash proceeds of $1,694,000.  
You believe that the appropriate discount rate for your market is 10.0%. Perform a Discounted 
Cash Flow Analysis to determine the Present Value of this stream of future cash flows. 
 
 
Problem 16-2: 
 
In the scenario of Problem 16-1, suppose your sale proceeds are $1,750,000.  Revise your 
Discounted Cash Flow Analysis to determine the Present Value of this stream of future cash 
flows. 
 
 
Answer 16-1: 
 
You will need to fill in the form in order to find and then sum the Present Values.  Start by 
entering the cash flows.  Remember that you must add the operating cash flow and the sale 
proceeds for Year 4 (95,512 + 1,694,000 = 1,789,512). 
 
Then look up the PV factor for each year under the 10.0% discount column.  Multiply each cash 
flow by its corresponding factor to determine its PV, then add up the PVs. 
  



 
   Factor @  PV 
     10.0% 
 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 1       90,003 0.909091((  81,821 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 2      91,803 0.826446    75,870 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 3      93,639 0.751315  70,352 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 4 1,789,512 0.683013  1,222,260 
 TOTAL PV 1,450,303   
 
The Present Value of this series of cash flows is $1,450,303. 
 
 
Answer 16-2: 
 
Again, you add the operating cash flow and the sale proceeds for Year 4 (95,512 + 1,750,000 = 
1,845,512).  Now the table of PVs looks like this: 
 
   Factor @  PV 
     10.0% 
 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 1       90,003 0.909091((  81,821 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 2      91,803 0.826446    75,870 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 3      93,639 0.751315  70,352 
 Cash Flow, End of Year 4 1,845,512 0.683013  1,260,509 
 TOTAL PV 1,488,552   
 
The Present Value of this series of cash flows is $1,488,552. 
 

 


