
Sublimation Startup Transcript: Subliflower Color Calibration
for Sublimation

The Sawgrass, the SureColor, the Epson EcoTank, and the Epson WorkForce. The absolute
best one of all of these, however, is actually the Epson EcoTank. Let me show you this. So, this
is 5760 by 1440 dpi, and this is true of all of the less expensive models of EcoTanks as well.
The best one, you can see it's print here. Look at that beautiful color there. It's so vibrant. And
also, really, they're all very good. So let's put them side by side so you can see how vibrant
these are. Your sublimation prints always comes out a little lighter than what you actually get
transferred. So keep that in mind when you're doing your tests. Here's the Epson SureColor
and here's the Epson WorkForce.

Now, of these, the worst resolution is actually the Epson SureColor, which has a resolution of
only 1200 by 600 dpi. But honestly, it's not the resolution that really matters a lot in sublimation
inks, in my opinion, as once you transfer them, you lose some of that crispness anyways. Let
me show you. Okay, so here is the Epson EcoTank, right? You can see nice and clear. And then
here, so I'm going to hold this up for you so you can see. I'll put them side by side. And here is
the print. So you can see that we lose some of the sharpness in the letters, but not enough to
make it illegible. But this is true of all of them.

They all did this and it's really just we're putting it onto fabric, which is really just amazing,
honestly, that we can do this. It just amazes me. I think it's so, so cool. It's magical. It's what it
is. All right, so it's not really resolution that matters so much. It's color trueness. That's where I
see the most difference. The Sawgrass had very true colors right out of the box without any
fussing abouts. Look at how beautiful and vibrant this is. This is my very first print, right here. I
was really impressed. The others, on the other hand, all varied.

They were also using different ink. The SureColor's using the Epson ink, the EcoTank is using
Hiipoo ink, and the WorkForce is using Printers Jack ink. Once I fussed with them, and they all
needed a little fussing, after figuring out their profiles and all that sort of thing, the runner up
was the Hiipoo ink and the Epson EcoTank because it really, these two are actually really very
similar in terms of quality. The color trueness compared to the original design. They really are.
However, it's minor things. It's really very minor, right? You can see that if you just saw one of
these in isolation, you would be like, "Oh my gosh! This is amazing." If when you're a beginner
in sublimation, I really think you'll be overjoyed with all of these.

They all look really quite good. And they all transferred to my test surfaces really well. So in
addition to these, this is 100% polyester satin that I bought at JOANN's, so nothing fancy or
anything like that. So in addition to this I also tested sublimation-ready garden flags. So here is
the Sawgrass.



Now I want you to notice the difference in how vibrant these are. This is really white, right? So
this is a little transparent, so it doesn't look quite as vibrant, but it's the same. And here is the
Epson SureColor. And I want to know also, this is what it looked like before I messed with its
color printing, or color settings, color profile. Look at this big difference in these colors. Way
darker than this. So this is before, this is my first print ever, and this is after I installed the
appropriate, or started using, I should say, started using the right profile. 'Cause it didn't get
installed when I installed the SureColor. I just didn't know to use it in the beginning.

So that's how those look. And then here is the Epson EcoTank. This is with the Hiipoo, an
A-Sub profile that I got from their site, Hiipoo ink. And this is the WorkForce, and here is its
garden flag. Now, I need to note something here on this one. I want to show you there is
streaking in it. Can you see that streaking right here? So I had to fiddle with it to figure out how
to get stop doing that. And it was related to my sublimation paper.

So the Sawgrass is definitely more plug-and-play, right? This is kind of in the order of plug and
playness. This is the worst, this is the best, right? In terms of getting a good-quality print from
the very start. So, in addition to the polyester satin and the garden flag, I also cut out pieces of
MDF, this is just scrap MDF from our workshop and we cut it on our Glowforge in the same
sunflower shape. We painted it white and then we laminated it so we could sublimate on it. So I
could see, also, I just thought the design was so pretty and I just wanted to have some pretty
subliflowers around. So this is the Sawgrass. Look at how beautiful that is.

And next is, this is the very first print on the Epson SureColor before I figured out how to get
the colors true. So it's a little darker. Still pretty, not quite true. This is the Epson EcoTank,
which looks great. And this is the Epson WorkForce. So also looking, really, they all look really
pretty good. I'm really, really quite happy with them. I do want you to see however, that there is
a difference in color.

So, if we compare my two color choices, so here's the Sawgrass and here is the EcoTank,
right? So let's compare the green and just ignore the fact that it's a little bit brown on the
edges. It really needed two coats of paint in that one. But here we have the colors all matched
up. You can see here's the red, pink, and yellow and orange, right? So I want you to see the
color difference here. Look at the difference in the green here, right? It's the same exact design.
It's literally just the ink and the printer profile and the paper. You can see over here on this side
too, right? So if you're trying to get exact colors, down here it looks a little closer. It depends
on your printer and you may need to fiddle with it.



So, if you're not super picky about color, you're probably going to be super happy. This is the
one that I felt is closest to my original design and this is the one that I feel is the follow up. So
this is the Sawgrass and this is the Epson EcoTank with Hiipoo.


