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Endorsements

Realizing that God's will is as much about who I am becoming as about what I'm doing has given 
me such freedom. God's promise to get His specific will for me, with great clarity has become an exciting 
reality for me. As I process with Him and my spouse by persistently asking for His will in a specific 
situation, really seeking it and then knocking on the door that's in front of me, His will becomes clear.  
This study has given wings to the whole process of discerning God's will.

— Nancy Hoover

Discerning God’s Will has brought insight into God’s word I had not experienced before. My 
relationship with Jesus is deeper and more personal. I’m thankful for Discerning God’s Will and to see His 
will for my life. 

— Allyson Weinberg

As a follower of Jesus, my ultimate hope is to hear Him say, "Well done, good and faithful servant" as 
I enter into Heavenly eternity. But, how do I serve Him well if I don't know what He wants me to do today 
or this week or this season in my life? 

This course on Discerning God's Will showed us how to apply Scriptural principles in practical, day-to-
day ways to hear His voice. We better understood how God works and how He guides us into His perfect 
will. This course is not built on formulas but understanding how staying in relationship with our loving 
Father yields insight to our present and our future. And it is fun, not religious or laborious!

— Joel Gunn

One of the most, if not the most, asked question is how can I know God's will with confidence?" Is it 
really possible to know God's will and what He has to say about big things and even little decisions as 
we walk out a Spirit-filled life? The answer is a resounding yes, which may surprise most people. Nearly 
every one of us grew up reciting The Lord's prayer, which says, "Thy will be done on earth" (in my life). The 
truth is the Father does have a will for each and every one of us—for both big issues and small. Discerning 
God's Will walks through the Word and unpacks these Truths in a way that Rich Case and Living Waters 
make so clear. Enjoy the journey of discovering God's will.

—Dave Dunkel

The “All for Jesus” study on Discerning God's Will has been so important in my life.  To know without 
a doubt that God wants to speak to me and tell me about what lies ahead is a fundamental truth.  The 
study walks one through the bible and reveals this truth in scripture. Brace yourself for the realization 
that God's ways are not of this world, but are supernatural. One learns how to lean into God to have 
revelation and peace from Him for our decision-making process. God loves us as dear children. If we lean 
into him, He will reveal our next steps.

— Kathryn L. Bielik, D.D.S.
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To my wife, Linda, who has greatly showed me the heart  

to seek God’s will together for everything in life.  

 She knows for certain that God’s will is: Best and None Better!  

She always encourages us to work through the process of what we have 

learned and now teaching others, no matter how long it takes,  

or no matter that we both begin with differences of views and  

perspectives. Though we may disagree, which is normal for any couple, 

we have learned together to never let it ruin our night, our weekend, our 

week—she reminds us that we just have not yet fully received  

and understood God’s will. She often wakes up in the morning and says:  

I received a new thought about… and I know it will be quite fun to pro-

cess what she heard or thought. She is truly a joy and because of her joy,  

it is a joy to seek and walk into God’s will together.   

Best and None Better! Thank you, honey!
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Discerning God’s Will

"Teach me to do Your will,

for You are my God.

May Your gracious Spirit lead me  

on level ground."

—Psalm 143:10
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READ PSALM 106:13-14
But they soon forgot his works; they did not wait for his 
counsel. But they had a wanton craving in the wilderness, 
and put God to the test in the desert.

—Psalm 106:13-14 ESV

What does it say about the reason we do not receive God’s 
will?

In what ways do you struggle with this?

Which decisions or issues are you currently facing? What 
questions do you have as you seek to discern God’s will?

 

“Isn’t God in control 
of everything, so isn’t 
all that happens to me 

already His will?”

LESSON 1: 
GOD HAS A SPECIFIC WILL FOR EACH OF US, AND HIS PURPOSE IS TO 
DRAW US INTO HIS BIGGER KINGDOM STORY
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WHAT IS THE ESSENCE OF GOD’S WILL?

Read Luke 11:1-13
Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 
And he said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us 
not into temptation.” And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend 
will go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 
for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set 
before him’; and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door 
is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give 
you anything’? I tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything 
because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give 
him whatever he needs. And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks 
receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be 
opened. What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish 
give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you 
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

—Luke 11:1-13 ESV

What are the first two things we should ask for?

1.	

2.	

What is the reason we must ask for this versus it being given to us 
automatically?

LESSON 1: 
GOD HAS A SPECIFIC WILL FOR EACH OF US, AND HIS PURPOSE IS 
TO DRAW US INTO HIS BIGGER KINGDOM STORY
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What does it mean that the Kingdom is to come and Thy will to be done on 
Earth as in Heaven?

HIS will is PERSONAL, from a God who is personal.
To whom are we asking this (Luke 11:2)? _______________________________

 
READ PSALM 23:1-6; JOHN 10:3-5; 10:27
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green 
pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me 
in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. Even though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your 
rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 
dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

—Psalm 23:1-6 ESV
To Him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear His voice, and He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. When He has brought out all his own, 
He goes before them, and the sheep follow Him, for they know his voice. 
A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not 
know the voice of strangers... My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me.

—John 10:3-5, 27 ESV

What does this speak to regarding how personally God knows and directs my 
individual life?

LESSON 1: 
GOD HAS A SPECIFIC WILL FOR EACH OF US, AND HIS PURPOSE IS 
TO DRAW US INTO HIS BIGGER KINGDOM STORY
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HE HAS PLANS FOR US—TO LIVE OUT HIS BIGGER STORY

Read Jeremiah 29:11-14
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and 
not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon me and 
come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will seek me and find me, 
when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you, declares the 
Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and 
all the places where I have driven you, declares the Lord, and I will bring you 
back to the place from which I sent you into exile.

—Jeremiah 29:11-14 ESV

What do these verses speak about God’s plans (thoughts) for us?

Read John 10:10; Psalm 65:11
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life and have it abundantly.

—John 10:10 ESV

You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with 
abundance.

—Psalm 65:11 ESV

What is the life that Christ has promised us? When will it come? How would 
you describe this life?

LESSON 1: 
GOD HAS A SPECIFIC WILL FOR EACH OF US, AND HIS PURPOSE IS 
TO DRAW US INTO HIS BIGGER KINGDOM STORY
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Read Mark 1:14-18
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel 
of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent and believe in the gospel.” Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he 
saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for 
they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you 
become fishers of men.” And immediately they left their nets and followed 
him.

—Mark 1:14-18 ESV

What is the purpose of following Him and joining Him in His Kingdom?

Read Matthew 28:18-20
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on Earth has 
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.”

—Matthew 28:18-20 ESV

What is always our bigger mission, our bigger purpose?

LESSON 1: 
GOD HAS A SPECIFIC WILL FOR EACH OF US, AND HIS PURPOSE IS 
TO DRAW US INTO HIS BIGGER KINGDOM STORY
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Read Ephesians 2:10
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

—Ephesians 2:10 ESV

How does joining Him in His bigger mission play out specifically for us?

 

Read 1 Samuel 2:35
And I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who shall do according to what 
is in my heart and in my mind. And I will build him a sure house, and he shall 
go in and out before my anointed forever.

—1 Samuel 2:35 ESV

What does God speak as His desire for His children to fulfill in His bigger story?

LESSON 1: 
GOD HAS A SPECIFIC WILL FOR EACH OF US, AND HIS PURPOSE IS 
TO DRAW US INTO HIS BIGGER KINGDOM STORY
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Read John 5:18-20; 5:30; John 8:28-30
So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his 
own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father 
does, that the Son does likewise. For the Father loves the Son and shows him 
all that he himself is doing...” “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, 
and my judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but the will of him 
who sent me.”

—John 5:19-20, 30 ESV

So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will 
know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just 
as the Father taught me. And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me 
alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” As he was saying 
these things, many believed in him.

—John 8:28-30 ESV

During His earthly ministry, how did Christ relate to the Father? How did He 
function on a day-by-day basis?

Read John 15:5
I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it 
is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.

—John 15:5 ESV

Based on what Christ says, how are we to function?

LESSON 1: 
GOD HAS A SPECIFIC WILL FOR EACH OF US, AND HIS PURPOSE IS 
TO DRAW US INTO HIS BIGGER KINGDOM STORY
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Read through these examples: John 2:1-12; Luke 19:1-10. Consider how 
and why Christ only did what He heard from the Father versus His own 
will or the will of someone else (even His mother’s).

The Wedding at Cana
On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother 
of Jesus was there. Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 
When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 
And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour 
has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 
Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, 
each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the 
jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. And he said to them, 
“Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 
When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did 
not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the 
water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom and said to him, 
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, 
then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” This, the 
first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And 
his disciples believed in him.

—John 2:1-11 ESV

LESSON 1: 
GOD HAS A SPECIFIC WILL FOR EACH OF US, AND HIS PURPOSE IS 
TO DRAW US INTO HIS BIGGER KINGDOM STORY
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Jesus and Zacchaeus
He entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, there was a man 
named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. And he was 
seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, 
because he was small in stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. And when Jesus 
came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come 
down, for I must stay at your house today.” So he hurried and came down and 
received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone 
in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus stood and said to 
the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have 
defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, 
“Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

—Luke 19:1-10 ESV

LESSON 1: 
GOD HAS A SPECIFIC WILL FOR EACH OF US, AND HIS PURPOSE IS 
TO DRAW US INTO HIS BIGGER KINGDOM STORY
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THIS PLAN, WHICH IS TRUTH, IS ALREADY GIVEN TO US IN 
HIMSELF AND HIS WORD

Read John 14:1-6
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me.”

—John 14:6 ESV

What does Christ say about Himself with regard to our way of living life?

Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every 
good work.

—2 Timothy 3:14-17 ESV

What is the importance and significance of the Word with regard to how we 
live life?

LESSON 1: 
GOD HAS A SPECIFIC WILL FOR EACH OF US, AND HIS PURPOSE IS 
TO DRAW US INTO HIS BIGGER KINGDOM STORY
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HIS PLAN IS SPECIFIC FOR US AND GIVEN TO US

Read Proverbs 3:5-6; Psalm 25:12; Psalm 32:8
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight 
your paths.

—Proverbs 3:5-6 ESV

Who is the man who fears the Lord? Him will he instruct in the way that he 
should choose.

—Psalm 25:12 ESV

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you 
with my eye upon you.

—Psalm 32:8 ESV

If we follow God, how specifically does He lead us? What exactly does He direct, 
show us, choose for us?

What is the significance of God guiding our “path,” our “steps”? What then is to 
be our focus on being led along His will for us?

 

LESSON 1: 
GOD HAS A SPECIFIC WILL FOR EACH OF US, AND HIS PURPOSE IS 
TO DRAW US INTO HIS BIGGER KINGDOM STORY
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Scriptural Understanding
1. In Luke 11, Jesus teaches us to pray “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done.” 
Why must we ask for God’s will rather than assuming it happens automatically? 
What does this tell us about Christian fatalism?

2. In John 10, Jesus says “My sheep hear my voice.” What does this imply about 
what God is actively doing? How does this challenge the idea that God is 
sometimes “silent”?

3. How does John 15:5 (“apart from me you can do nothing”) connect to Jesus’s 
statement in John 5:30 that He did nothing on His own? What does this mean 
for how we should function?

LESSON 1: 
GOD HAS A SPECIFIC WILL FOR EACH OF US, AND HIS PURPOSE IS 
TO DRAW US INTO HIS BIGGER KINGDOM STORY



14

Deeper Understanding
4. What is the significance of Jesus saying “I MUST stay at your house” to 
Zacchaeus? How does this demonstrate day-by-day obedience to the Father’s 
specific instructions?

5. At the wedding in Cana, why did Jesus initially say “My hour has not 
yet come”? What does this teach us about waiting for God’s timing versus 
responding to human pressure—even from well-meaning family?

6. Jeremiah 29:11 says God’s plans are for “welfare and not for evil.” How does 
the Hebrew meaning of “evil” (things that annoy, frustrate, irritate) change our 
understanding of what God is and isn’t promising?

LESSON 1: 
GOD HAS A SPECIFIC WILL FOR EACH OF US, AND HIS PURPOSE IS 
TO DRAW US INTO HIS BIGGER KINGDOM STORY
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Personal Application
7. Looking at your current decisions or struggles, in what areas have you been 
living with a “Christian fatalism” mindset—assuming whatever happens must 
be God’s will?

8. Jesus received direction from the Father every single day. What would 
change in your life if you truly believed God has specific instructions for you 
today—not just general principles?

9. The wedding at Cana shows Jesus checking with the Father before acting, 
even when asked by His own mother. What relationships or expectations in 
your life might be pulling you to act before hearing from God?

LESSON 1: 
GOD HAS A SPECIFIC WILL FOR EACH OF US, AND HIS PURPOSE IS 
TO DRAW US INTO HIS BIGGER KINGDOM STORY
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IN THE BEGINNING AND ALWAYS, WE WILL DISCERN 
HIS WILL ONLY WHEN WE SURRENDER OUR WILL TO 
HIS WILL

Read John 4:34; 6:38; Mark 14:32-42
Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent 
me and to accomplish his work.”

—John 4:34 ESV

For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but 
the will of him who sent me.

—John 6:38 ESV

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane
And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to 
his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” And he took with him Peter 
and James and John, and began to be greatly distressed and 
troubled. And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even 
to death. Remain here and watch.” And going a little farther, 
he fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the 
hour might pass from him. And he said, “Abba, Father, all things 
are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I 
will, but what you will.” And he came and found them sleeping, 
and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not 
watch one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter into 
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. 
And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes 
were very heavy, and they did not know what to answer him. 
And he came the third time and said to them, “Are you still 
sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has come. 
The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let 
us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”

—Mark 14:32-42 ESV

LESSON 2: 
HOW DO WE DISCERN THIS PLAN (HIS WILL)?

“The first 
principle in 

discerning God’s 
will is to have a 
heart to do so.”



17

When Jesus operated during His earthly ministry, how did He function? What 
did He ultimately have to go through when faced with the final decision of 
going to the cross? What did He struggle with, and how did He process this?

Read Matthew 16:13-28
Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some 
say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter 
replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered 
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell 
no one that he was the Christ.

—Matthew 16:13-20 ESV

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection
From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall 
never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, 
Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the 
things of God, but on the things of man.”

—Matthew 16:21-23 ESV

LESSON 2: 
HOW DO WE DISCERN THIS PLAN (HIS WILL)?
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Take Up Your Cross and Follow Jesus
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what 
will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what 
shall a man give in return for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come 
with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person 
according to what he has done.”

—Matthew 16:24-28 ESV

After Peter was commended as having received the grand revelation from the 
Father that Jesus was the Messiah, what was he then called by Christ? Why? 
What is necessary for us to be able to follow Christ?

LESSON 2: 
HOW DO WE DISCERN THIS PLAN (HIS WILL)?
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THE PATHWAY TO GOD’S WILL: NEUTRALITY

Read Acts 13:16-23
So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said: “Men of Israel and you 
who fear God, listen. The God of this people Israel chose our fathers and made 
the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm 
he led them out of it. And for about forty years he put up with them in the 
wilderness. And after destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave 
them their land as an inheritance. All this took about 450 years. And after that 
he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. Then they asked for a king, 
and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for 
forty years. And when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their 
king, of whom he testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a 
man after my heart, who will do all my will.’ Of this man’s offspring God has 
brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised.”

—Acts 13:16-23 ESV

In this concise history of Israel, David was singled out. What were the important 
things said about him? Why?

LESSON 2: 
HOW DO WE DISCERN THIS PLAN (HIS WILL)?
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Read Psalm 40:6-8; Hebrews 10:5-10
In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted, but you have given me an 
open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. Then I said, 
“Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me: I delight to 
do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.”

—Psalm 40:6-8 ESV

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and 
offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; in 
burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I said, 
‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the 
scroll of the book.’” When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken 
pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” 
(these are offered according to the law), then he added, “Behold, I have come 
to do your will.” He does away with the first in order to establish the second. 
And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all.

—Hebrews 10:5-10 ESV

What does David say is the most important thing in life—what does he want to 
be known for?

LESSON 2: 
HOW DO WE DISCERN THIS PLAN (HIS WILL)?
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BASED UPON OUR ABIDING AND LIVING OUT HIS TRUTH 
ALREADY REVEALED, WE WILL BE TRANSFORMED INTO THE 
IMAGE OF CHRIST

Read John 8:29-32
And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I always do 
the things that are pleasing to him.” As he was saying these things, many 
believed in him. So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you 
abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.”

—John 8:29-32 ESV

What is the key to understanding the truth and living in freedom? Define what 
is “truth.”

LESSON 2: 
HOW DO WE DISCERN THIS PLAN (HIS WILL)?
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Read John 15:1-8
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me 
that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit 
he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the 
word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless 
you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in 
me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If 
you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit 
and so prove to be my disciples.”

—John 15:1-8 ESV

Define the different elements of how Christ is described in this analogy:
Vine: _______________________________________________
Vinedresser: _______________________________________________
Branches: _______________________________________________
The Result: _______________________________________________
The Choice: _______________________________________________

What are the specific conditions to answered prayer, and what do they reveal 
about how we should pray?

LESSON 2: 
HOW DO WE DISCERN THIS PLAN (HIS WILL)?
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Read John 12:42-50
Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of 
the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of 
the synagogue; for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the 
glory that comes from God. And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes 
in me, believes not in me but in him who sent me. And whoever sees me 
sees him who sent me. I have come into the world as light, so that whoever 
believes in me may not remain in darkness. If anyone hears my words and 
does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the 
world but to save the world. The one who rejects me and does not receive 
my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last 
day. For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me 
has himself given me a commandment—what to say and what to speak. And 
I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the 
Father has told me.”

—John 12:42-50 ESV

What happens when we are more concerned with what man thinks than what 
God thinks? What does following Christ mean in this regard?

LESSON 2: 
HOW DO WE DISCERN THIS PLAN (HIS WILL)?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Scriptural Understanding
1. In Mark 14, Jesus returns to pray three times in Gethsemane. What does this 
reveal about the process of truly surrendering our will versus just saying we’ve 
surrendered it?

2. In Matthew 16, Peter goes from receiving divine revelation to being called 
“Satan” within minutes. What was the specific mistake he made, and what 
should he have done instead?

3. According to John 15:7, what is the relationship between God’s “rhema” word 
abiding in us and answered prayer? Why is this different from just knowing 
Scripture?

LESSON 2: 
HOW DO WE DISCERN THIS PLAN (HIS WILL)?
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Deeper Understanding
4. What is “neutrality” as described in this lesson? How is it different from not 
caring about the outcome or suppressing your preferences?

5. Paul’s summary of Israel’s history in Acts 13 highlights one thing about 
David: he was “a man after God’s heart who will do all my will.” Why would this 
be the most important thing to highlight about Israel’s greatest king?

6. Jesus says that His words will “judge” those who don’t receive them (John 
12:48). What does this mean for how seriously we should take the process of 
hearing and following His specific will?

LESSON 2: 
HOW DO WE DISCERN THIS PLAN (HIS WILL)?
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Personal Application
7. Think of a current decision or situation in your life. Are you truly neutral—
willing to follow God’s direction even if it differs from your preference? What 
would it take to get there?

8. The condo story illustrates that getting to neutrality can take time (weeks) 
and requires honest processing with God. What does your current process look 
like when you sense God may be leading you somewhere you don’t want to 
go?

9. David wanted to be known for “delighting” in God’s will—not just obeying it. 
What’s the difference? How would your life look different if you truly delighted 
in discovering and following God’s will?

LESSON 2: 
HOW DO WE DISCERN THIS PLAN (HIS WILL)?
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Read 1 John 5:14-15
And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we 
ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we know 
that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the 
requests that we have asked of him.

—1 John 5:14-15 ESV

We are told that in order to pray and see our prayers answered, we 
must pray God’s will. If this is so, then what must God reveal to us? 
Why? How specific must this be?

Read James 1:5-8
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. But 
let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts 
is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 
For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything 
from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his 
ways.

—James 1:5-8 ESV

As we are seeking His specific will, what are we to ask for? What 
does He promise to give? What is the condition for us to receive 
this?

LESSON 3: 
KNOW HIS SPECIFIC WILL FOR US.  
THEN EXPECT IT AND RELY UPON IT.    

“...we must believe He 
will tell us the wisdom 

we asked for and He 
will get us the answer if 

we ask for one.” 
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LESSON 3: 
KNOW HIS SPECIFIC WILL FOR US.  
THEN EXPECT IT AND RELY UPON IT.    

Read Hebrews 10:19-25; 10:35-11:3

The Full Assurance of Faith
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by 
the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through 
the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over 
the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up 
one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see 
the Day drawing near.

—Hebrews 10:19-25 ESV

Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. For 
you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God 
you may receive what is promised. For, “Yet a little while, and the coming one 
will come and will not delay; but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if 
he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.” But we are not of those who 
shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve 
their souls.

—Hebrews 10:35-39 ESV

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. For by it the people of old received their commendation. By faith we 
understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is 
seen was not made out of things that are visible.

—Hebrews 11:1-3 ESV

As we seek to receive and understand God’s specific will for us, what is the 
special privilege given to us? On what basis are we given this privilege? How 
are we to experience this?
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Read Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight 
your paths.

—Proverbs 3:5-6 ESV

What is the key to having God direct our paths? What must we NOT do? Why is 
this so important?

 
Read Psalm 32:8-9
I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you 
with my eye upon you. Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 
which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will not stay near you.

—Psalm 32:8-9 ESV

How does God promise to guide us? What warning does He give about how 
NOT to respond to His guidance?

LESSON 3: 
KNOW HIS SPECIFIC WILL FOR US.  
THEN EXPECT IT AND RELY UPON IT.    
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Read Isaiah 30:19-21
For a people shall dwell in Zion, in Jerusalem; you shall weep no more. He 
will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry. As soon as he hears 
it, he answers you. And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity and 
the water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide himself anymore, but 
your eyes shall see your Teacher. And your ears shall hear a word behind you, 
saying, “This is the way, walk in it,” when you turn to the right or when you 
turn to the left.

—Isaiah 30:19-21 ESV

What does God promise regarding His guidance? How specific is this guidance, 
and when does it come?

LESSON 3: 
KNOW HIS SPECIFIC WILL FOR US.  
THEN EXPECT IT AND RELY UPON IT.    
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Scriptural Understanding
1. According to 1 John 5:14-15, what is God “listening for” when we pray? What 
does this tell us about the relationship between knowing His will and effective 
prayer?

2. In James 1:5-8, the Greek word translated “generously” actually means “with 
great clarity.” How does this change your understanding of what God promises 
when we ask for wisdom?

3. Isaiah 30:21 describes hearing a voice saying “This is the way, walk in it” at 
every turn. How specific does this passage suggest God’s guidance can be?

LESSON 3: 
KNOW HIS SPECIFIC WILL FOR US.  
THEN EXPECT IT AND RELY UPON IT.    
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Deeper Understanding
4. The story of Jericho and Ai illustrates a critical principle: what worked last 
time may not work this time. Why does God operate this way rather than 
giving us a repeatable system?

5. Hebrews 10:36 says “when you have done the will of God you may receive 
what is promised.” What does this teach us about the relationship between 
obedience to specific steps and receiving God’s promises?

6. Psalm 32:8-9 contrasts being guided “with My eye upon you” versus being 
controlled “with bit and bridle.” What’s the difference, and what does God 
prefer?

LESSON 3: 
KNOW HIS SPECIFIC WILL FOR US.  
THEN EXPECT IT AND RELY UPON IT.    
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Personal Application
7. Think of a current situation where you’re seeking God’s direction. Are you 
asking Him for clarity at each step, or assuming you already know what to do 
based on past experience?

8. When you lack wisdom about a decision, do you truly believe God will give 
you clarity—or do you doubt that He’ll answer? How does James 1:6-8 address 
this?

9. What would it look like in your daily life to “acknowledge Him in all your 
ways” (Proverbs 3:6)—not just the big decisions, but every fork in the road?

LESSON 3: 
KNOW HIS SPECIFIC WILL FOR US.  
THEN EXPECT IT AND RELY UPON IT.    
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LESSON 4: 
THE KEYS TO GOD GUIDING US 

Read John 16:13-15
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all 
the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but 
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you 
the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father 
has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you.

—John 16:13-15 ESV

Who is the Spirit of truth, and what is His role in guiding us into 
God’s will? What does it mean that He will “declare to you the 
things that are to come”?

 
Read Isaiah 30:18-21
Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you, and 
therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. For the 
LORD is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait 
for him. For a people shall dwell in Zion, in Jerusalem; you 
shall weep no more. He will surely be gracious to you at the 
sound of your cry. As soon as he hears it, he answers you. 
And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity and 
the water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide himself 
anymore, but your eyes shall see your Teacher. And your ears 
shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in 
it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left.

—Isaiah 30:18-21 ESV

“As we seek God’s will, we 
must understand that we 
cannot try to figure this 
out on our own through 

our own logic...”
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LESSON 4: 
THE KEYS TO GOD GUIDING US

What is the Lord waiting for before He can be gracious to us? What does it 
mean that His voice comes “from behind you”?

Read Isaiah 55:8-13
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
declares the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as 
the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but 
water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower 
and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

—Isaiah 55:8-11 ESV

Why are God’s ways different from our ways? What does He promise about His 
word accomplishing His purpose?
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Read Acts 9:10-19
Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him 
in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” And the Lord said to him, 
“Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for 
a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, and he has seen in a 
vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he 
might regain his sight.” But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many 
about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem...” But 
the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my 
name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.” So Ananias 
departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you 
came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit.”

—Acts 9:10-19 ESV

How specific were God’s instructions to Ananias? When Ananias questioned, 
how did God respond?

LESSON 4: 
THE KEYS TO GOD GUIDING US 
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CONFIRMATION AND THE PROPHETIC

Read 1 Corinthians 14:1-3; 2 Peter 1:20-21
Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may 
prophesy. For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for 
no one understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit. On the other 
hand, the one who prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding and 
encouragement and consolation.

—1 Corinthians 14:1-3 ESV

knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s 
own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, 
but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

—2 Peter 1:20-21 ESV

What is the purpose of prophecy, and why should it not be a “private 
interpretation”?

LESSON 4: 
THE KEYS TO GOD GUIDING US
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Read Psalm 16:7
I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs 
me.

—Psalm 16:7 ESV

How does God give us counsel “in the night”? What should we do when we 
receive insight while sleeping?

 

LESSON 4: 
THE KEYS TO GOD GUIDING US 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Scriptural Understanding
1. In John 16:13-15, Jesus says the Spirit will “guide” us into truth and “declare 
things to come.” Based on the museum guide analogy, how is this different 
from just studying Scripture on your own?

2. Isaiah 30:21 says God’s voice comes “from behind you.” Why is this 
significant? What does it teach us about the difference between seeing and 
hearing in discerning God’s will?

3. In Acts 9, how specific were God’s instructions to Ananias, and what does 
this teach us about the level of detail God provides when we follow Him step 
by step?

LESSON 4: 
THE KEYS TO GOD GUIDING US
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Deeper Understanding
4. When Ananias questioned God’s instruction, God didn’t rebuke him but gave 
him more information. What does this teach us about how God responds when 
we have genuine questions about His will?

5. The CEO thought he heard from God but was wrong. How did the process 
of seeking confirmation help him discover the truth? Why is this safer than just 
acting on what we think we heard?

6. Why does God use dreams, and why is it important to write them down 
immediately rather than relying on dream interpretation books?

LESSON 4: 
THE KEYS TO GOD GUIDING US 
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Personal Application
7. Think of a decision you’re facing. Are you relying more on what you can see 
(pros and cons, logical analysis) or on what you’re hearing from God? How 
might you shift to a more listening posture?

8. Is there an area where God may have given you a promise but you haven’t 
asked Him for the specific steps to take? What would it look like to go back and 
ask?

9. Who in your life could serve as a confirmation partner—someone with a 
heart to follow God who could help you process what you’re hearing? How 
might you engage them?

LESSON 4: 
THE KEYS TO GOD GUIDING US



44

LESSON 5: 
ALWAYS BE WILLING TO RECEIVE NEW INFORMATION 

Read Acts 16:6-12
And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, 
having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the 
word in Asia. And when they had come up to Mysia, they 
attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did 
not allow them. So, passing by Mysia, they went down to 
Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man 
of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, 
“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” And when Paul 
had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach 
the gospel to them.

—Acts 16:6-12 ESV

How did the Holy Spirit redirect Paul’s plans? What did Paul 
do when he couldn’t go where he thought he should go?

 
Read Proverbs 8:32-35
And now, O sons, listen to me: blessed are those who keep 
my ways. Hear instruction and be wise, and do not neglect 
it. Blessed is the one who listens to me, watching daily at 
my gates, waiting beside my doors. For whoever finds me 
finds life and obtains favor from the LORD.

—Proverbs 8:32-35 ESV

“So, as we are seeking God’s 
will, He can use blocked 

circumstances or any other 
thing to ensure we continue 
to process, step by step, that 

which He is revealing.”
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When you’re in a place where you’re not sure which way to go, what does this 
passage tell you to do?

Read Matthew 18:18-20; Romans 14:17
Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, if 
two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them 
by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
there am I among them.

—Matthew 18:18-20 ESV

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

—Romans 14:17 ESV

What indicators does God give us that we’re receiving and knowing His will?

LESSON 5: 
ALWAYS BE WILLING TO RECEIVE NEW INFORMATION
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Read Psalm 133
Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! It is like 
the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of 
Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes! It is like the dew of Hermon, 
which falls on the mountains of Zion! For there the LORD commanded his 
blessing, life forevermore.

—Psalm 133:1-3 ESV

What does God promise when we come to unity?

Read Malachi 3:16-18
Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid 
attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before 
him of those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name. “They shall 
be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured 
possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him.”

—Malachi 3:16-18 ESV

What were those who feared the Lord doing, and what was God doing while 
they did it?

LESSON 5: 
ALWAYS BE WILLING TO RECEIVE NEW INFORMATION 



47

Read Deuteronomy 28:1-2, 15
And if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to 
do all his commandments that I command you today, the LORD your God 
will set you high above all the nations of the earth. And all these blessings 
shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the voice of the LORD 
your God.

—Deuteronomy 28:1-2 ESV

But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be careful to do 
all his commandments and his statutes that I command you today, then all 
these curses shall come upon you and overtake you.

—Deuteronomy 28:15 ESV

What is the promise for those who hear and follow God’s voice? What is the 
warning for those who don’t?

LESSON 5: 
ALWAYS BE WILLING TO RECEIVE NEW INFORMATION
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Scriptural Understanding
1. In Acts 16, Paul was blocked circumstantially from going where he thought 
he should go. What did he do instead of giving up, and what does this teach us 
about holding onto God’s calling while remaining flexible about the specifics?

2. Malachi 3:16-18 describes people talking to each other while God pays 
attention and listens. How does this change your understanding of what 
“prayer” can look like?

3. In 1 Samuel 23, David asked God again after already receiving victory at 
Keilah. Why was this necessary, and what does it teach us about not presuming 
the next step?

LESSON 5: 
ALWAYS BE WILLING TO RECEIVE NEW INFORMATION 
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Deeper Understanding
4. The indicators of God’s will include peace, joy, and unity with others who are 
seeking Him. Why are these relational and emotional indicators trustworthy 
guides?

5. The car stories illustrate both listening to the “troubling” and ignoring it. 
What’s the difference between healthy caution and unhealthy fear, and how do 
you tell them apart?

6. The Iceland-to-Switzerland couple received instructions one step at a time 
with no explanation: close the church, sell the house, move to Switzerland. 
Why does God often work this way instead of revealing the whole plan?

LESSON 5: 
ALWAYS BE WILLING TO RECEIVE NEW INFORMATION
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Personal Application
7. Think of a situation where you’ve been blocked from doing what you 
thought you should do. Have you asked God “Now what?” or have you assumed 
the blocking means you heard wrong?

8. Is there a decision you’re facing where you’ve been processing alone instead 
of processing with your spouse or inner circle? What would it look like to invite 
others into the conversation while God listens?

9. Looking back over this entire course, what is the most important thing 
you’ve learned about discerning God’s will? What is one specific step you will 
take this week to apply it?

LESSON 5: 
ALWAYS BE WILLING TO RECEIVE NEW INFORMATION 
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Mission

Vision

At our core, we believe in walking along God’s path and connecting 
to the vine (abiding). As we walk in unity with others and understand 
God’s Word as the truth, we are sure to experience His promised 
grand life and thus, willingly accept God’s will as our chosen path.

Live out and invite everyone to experience the grand, spectacular, 
abundant life by hearing God’s voice.
Share God’s majesty, a close relationship with us as he yearns for our 
restoration.
God is majestic, grand and pure goodness, so that we can experience 
His nature in real life.
Communicate to everyone, irrespective of their condition, that all are meant 
to experience God’s Divine Life (grand, majestic), by receiving His personal 
plan for us.
God delivers this life for us in a SUPERNATURAL way, transcending human 
comprehension, and thus, becoming normal in our life.
Teach that personal truths are revealed to us by God, grounded on His word 
– the embodiment of Truth.
Recognize that abiding in Christ changes our life in tangible, real ways, and is 
not just learning about or studying this life.
Teach that as we abide in Christ, we learn to understand and amp; follow 
God’s will for our lives, as He leads us personally into His grand, Divine plan 
for us. His personal plan calls us into His bigger story with our best interest at 
heart (blessed to bless others).

1.

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

History of 
Abide Ministries

In the 1990s, Rich and Linda Case 
received a call from God to dig into 
what it means to truly live in the Spirit. 
They had been believers for most of 
their lives and regularly attended church 
and Bible studies, but began to realize 
that, despite knowing the Bible 
intellectually, their personal experiences 
seemed disconnected from the 
promises and truths found in scripture. 
As they then learned these essential 
truths through their abiding and hearing 
God’s voice — and began to see the 
grand life play out in their lives God 
called them to give that knowledge 
away. In 2001, God initiated the ABIDE 
ministry at a retreat with friends in 
Austria, and through their personal 
experience of this abiding life, their 
friends noticed the change in their lives 
and inquired if Rich and Linda could host 
a similar retreat the following year. This 
was repeated three years in a row, and 
then God called them to host weekend 
retreats in their home in Colorado.

Through the formal development of the 
truths revealed by God with Abiding 
and additional electives, they founded 
All for Jesus — Living Waters Ministries, 
now Abide Ministries — and have seen it 
grow exponentially since then, with 24+ 
retreat leaders all over the world,  29 
online courses, eight books on various 
aspects of living life with Christ, and a 
daily podcast. Rich and Linda have also 
worked with various churches to 
strengthening them with the truths of 
an abiding life in Christ, and seeing 
Christ bring reconciliation and new 
vision to desperate situations.

Their heart is to bring the truths and 
promises of God to as many people as 
possible, showing everyone that when 
you abide in Christ and seek Him daily, 
your life can be completely and utterly 
transformed — enabling you to 
experience the grand life promised by 
God.

In the 1990s, Rich and Linda 
Case received a call from God 
to dig into what it means to 
truly live in the Spirit. 
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grand life and thus, willingly accept God’s will as our chosen path.

Live out and invite everyone to experience the grand, spectacular, 
abundant life by hearing God’s voice.
Share God’s majesty, a close relationship with us as he yearns for our 
restoration.
God is majestic, grand and pure goodness, so that we can experience 
His nature in real life.
Communicate to everyone, irrespective of their condition, that all are meant 
to experience God’s Divine Life (grand, majestic), by receiving His personal 
plan for us.
God delivers this life for us in a SUPERNATURAL way, transcending human 
comprehension, and thus, becoming normal in our life.
Teach that personal truths are revealed to us by God, grounded on His word 
– the embodiment of Truth.
Recognize that abiding in Christ changes our life in tangible, real ways, and is 
not just learning about or studying this life.
Teach that as we abide in Christ, we learn to understand and amp; follow 
God’s will for our lives, as He leads us personally into His grand, Divine plan 
for us. His personal plan calls us into His bigger story with our best interest at 
heart (blessed to bless others).
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History of 
Abide Ministries

In the 1990s, Rich and Linda Case 
received a call from God to dig into 
what it means to truly live in the Spirit. 
They had been believers for most of 
their lives and regularly attended church 
and Bible studies, but began to realize 
that, despite knowing the Bible 
intellectually, their personal experiences 
seemed disconnected from the 
promises and truths found in scripture. 
As they then learned these essential 
truths through their abiding and hearing 
God’s voice — and began to see the 
grand life play out in their lives God 
called them to give that knowledge 
away. In 2001, God initiated the ABIDE 
ministry at a retreat with friends in 
Austria, and through their personal 
experience of this abiding life, their 
friends noticed the change in their lives 
and inquired if Rich and Linda could host 
a similar retreat the following year. This 
was repeated three years in a row, and 
then God called them to host weekend 
retreats in their home in Colorado.

Through the formal development of the 
truths revealed by God with Abiding 
and additional electives, they founded 
All for Jesus — Living Waters Ministries, 
now Abide Ministries — and have seen it 
grow exponentially since then, with 24+ 
retreat leaders all over the world,  29 
online courses, eight books on various 
aspects of living life with Christ, and a 
daily podcast. Rich and Linda have also 
worked with various churches to 
strengthening them with the truths of 
an abiding life in Christ, and seeing 
Christ bring reconciliation and new 
vision to desperate situations.

Their heart is to bring the truths and 
promises of God to as many people as 
possible, showing everyone that when 
you abide in Christ and seek Him daily, 
your life can be completely and utterly 
transformed — enabling you to 
experience the grand life promised by 
God.

In the 1990s, Rich and Linda 
Case received a call from God 
to dig into what it means to 
truly live in the Spirit. 



Testimonies

“It doesn’t matter where you are at in your 
walk. If you just got saved yesterday or if 

you’ve been a 20+ year believer like i have, 
learning how to hear God’s voice and 

learning His will is just as important in day 
one as it is in day 3,426. You wanna hear 
God’s will and this course has helped me 

hear Him more clearly.” 

Bob

“Abiding turned out to be the most 
transformational thing I’ve ever had since 
salvation in my Christian walk and in our 

marriage, and it’s just been amazing. God has 
a path for us and He is there and He’s 

showing it to us.” 

Heath

“If I’m not abiding, I feel like I’m dying. Abiding 
is living…It’s powerful to know that you have 

God’s perspective on something.” 

Steve

“This was the first time that I understood 
what people meant by God’s living Word. And 

I’ve been a Christian for a lot of years, but 
this was the first time it really came alive for 

me and I really could experience that.”

Dan

“Before, in my quiet time, it was more of a 
checklist thing for me to do in the morning, 

and, honestly, some mornings it was the thing 
that went if I was busy, and some days it 
didn’t even happen. Now, it’s become so 

personal to me and the time flies by in the 
morning and God speaks so directly to me 

and I just never felt that way on a daily basis 
before. That has been life-altering for me.” 

Rebecca

“I heard about people living in peace, I heard 
about people living in joy, and realizing all 

kinds of things around them are happening. 
And then we realize, wait a minute, we’re 

there, we have peace beyond 
understanding.” 

Brad

Statement of 
Non-Profit Status

Abide Ministries is a not-for-profit 
501(c)3 organization that has been 
fully funded by our founders, leaders 
and retreat participants since its 
inception.

Tax-ID number: 27-1731819 



Giving to 
the Ministry
Have you experienced abundant blessing 
from your time with Abide Ministries? 

Pay it forward by donating at 
abideministries.com/donate 
and help us support others in learning 
how to seek Christ and abide in Him! 
We appreciate your desire to help us 
share the Abundant Life with the rest of 
the world.

Podcast
Escape the chaos and uncertainty of the 
world with our podcast, “Come and See, 

Finding Truth in a World of Chaos,” available 
on YouTube, Apple Podcasts, and Spotify. 

Learn More at 
abideministries.com

PLAYLIST PAGECHANNEL

Tune in five days a week as our hosts, 
Rich Case and Kathy Rocconi, dive into 
the scriptures and discuss what it looks 
like to live an abiding life with Christ. Join 
us as we seek God’s truth in a world of 
turmoil and darkness.
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Would you be interested in attending another 
retreat, which we call electives to go deeper in 
your walk with God?

RETREATS COURSES STORE

See the various options on our website.
The topics for retreats and courses are the same. 

Do you have friends or a 
small group that you 
would like to experience 
what you just experienced?

Learn more at 
abideministries.com

Abide
Retreats




